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I's study time
in Australia

The Group of Eight universities in Australia
are centres of excellence for research, says

SONALI MAJUMDER

It was a hectic vear for 34-
year old Melbourne re-
searcher Dr. Raj Eumar
Buyyva who zipped ahead to
become one of the world's
leading grid computing re-

! searchers. Besides writing
| two computer science text-

books and co-authoring 120
research papers and jour-
nals on grid computing, a
sunrise field dealing with
the connection of disparate
computers through a net-
work for delivering in-
creased power, Buyva isalso
leading his team on a path-
breaking detection of breast
cancer in the early stages.

Buyva, who completed
his Bachelor of Engineer-
ing and Masters at the
Mysore and Bangalore uni-
versities, before shifting to
Melbourne, is not alone in
this mowve.

Ganesh Behere, who
came to Anstralia from In-
dia’s Central Institute for
Cotton Research in Nagpur,
is working at the Bio21 Mol-
ecular Science and Bio-tech-
nology Institute on reducing
the moth population plagu-
ing India's cotton crops
“Once we are able to track
the moth population’s dy-
namics - that is if they
travel from vegetables to
cotton, then we can build a

strategy to limit their ef-
fects,” he says,

And there's more. A
clutch of researchers at
Queensland’s Brain Insti-
tute is involved in investi-
gating the neural changes
essential to learning and
memory formation — a hot
topic that has won the insti-
tute kudos. In fact, the Uni-
versity of Guesnsland (UQ)
won one-third of the nation-

al teaching awards last year

Yes, Australian universi-
ties are not only hot desti-
nations for undergraduate
study but also popular seats
for research. Eight leading
Australian universities
comprising the Australian
Mational University (ANT),
the University of Adelaide,
the University of Mel-
bourne, Monash University,
the University of Guesns-
land, the University of New
South Wales, the University
of Sydney and the Universi-
ty of Western Australia
have come under the ban-
ner of Gob (Group of Eight).
What distinguishes these
universities from the rest is
the gquality of research
work undertaken by these
universities. As Dr Kartik
C. Roy. Associate Professor,
School of Economics, U,
puts it, “These universities
receive over T0 per cent of
the national competitive re-
sgarch grants and conduct
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over 60 per cent of all Aus-

tralian research.” They
have also nurtured all of
Australia’s Nobel Prize
winners, educated in Aus-
tralia, produced over 60 per
cent of the research publi-
cations and attracted near-
Iy 60 per cent of competi-
tive Postgraduate Research
scholarships.

The ANU, for instance,
provides 25 million dollars
per year in scholarships and
has eight research schools
and one Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies, The Univer-
gity's eight faculties com-
bine research with research-
led education programmes
as well. “This unigue struc-
ture of the ANU makes it
the most research-intensive
university in Australia,”
says Prof Malcolm Gilles,
the Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Education).

An interesting research |
project being carried out by
the university iz on the
malarial parasite. More
than one million people die
of malaria every year and 10
per cent of the world’s popu-
lation is infected. Dr. Kevin
Saliba and Prof. Kevin Kirk,
who are working to out-
smart the malarial parasite,
say that they are looking to
block its invasion into
healthy cells. The university
has also become part of a
global alliance called the In-
ternational Alliance of Re- |
search Universities.

Similarly Monash, consid-
ered to be one of the leading
research centres in
nanoscience, has also besn
designated a research-inten-
sive university and has en-
tered into a tie-up with IIT-
Powai, thereby creating the
first joint institution for re-
search and research training, |
For more information e- mail |
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